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Abstract 

The increasing use of audio-visual aids has reshaped English Language Teaching 

(ELT) by offering learners authentic input and contextual meaning for language acquisition. 

This study investigates the efficacy of audio-visual aids in improving the learning experience 

and highlights the primary challenges encountered by educators during their implementation. 

A quantitative survey was carried out involving 100 tertiary-level English learners of various 

Arts and Science Colleges in Kanyakumari District, Tamil Nadu. A systematic questionnaire 

evaluated participants' exposure, attitudes, and perceived learning outcomes related to audio-

visual materials. The analysis of the data involved both descriptive and inferential statistics. 

The results indicated that a majority of participants experienced enhancements in 

comprehension, vocabulary growth, and motivation as a result of audio-visual instruction. 

However, technical difficulties, constrained institutional resources, and time limitations 

emerged as significant key challenges. The study concludes that incorporation of audio-visual 

aids can improve language proficiency if supported by adequate training and infrastructural 

facilities. 
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Introduction 

In the present-day educational setting, the approach to teaching the English language 

has transformed, moving away from conventional textbook-based methods. The 

incorporation of audio-visual aids like films, podcasts, video clips, and interactive multimedia 

has enhanced the learning process, making it more dynamic and focused on the learner. These 

resources provide students with exposure to authentic speech patterns, pronunciation, and 

contextual vocabulary, effectively connecting classroom learning with real-world 

communication. While these tools hold significant educational potential, their successful 

implementation frequently relies on the educator's expertise, the backing of the institution, 

and the willingness of learners to embrace change.  

 Importance of Audio-Visual Aids in English Language Teaching 

Audio-visual aids are essential for fostering an engaging, interactive, and realistic 

learning environment. They motivate both auditory and visual senses, facilitating a deeper 

understanding of concepts for learners. Integrating auditory and visual stimuli, such tools 

improve focus, memory, and retrieval of linguistic structures and their significances (Mayer, 

2020). Learners can connect vocabulary with actions, visuals, or contexts, thereby enhancing 

their comprehension of the material. These tools also help overcome language barriers, 

especially for learners who come from native language background by providing access to 

authentic English pronunciation, intonation, and cultural subtle features (Krashen, 1985). 

When utilized effectively, audio-visual materials can reduce monotony in classrooms, 

motivate passive learners, and make abstract ideas more concrete. Additionally, they 
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encourage independent learning as students have the opportunity to involve with a range of 

digital resources beyond traditional classroom environments. 

Pedagogical Strategies for Integrating Audio-Visual Aids 

The successful application of audio-visual materials relies on intentional teaching 

strategies rather than random encounters. Educators ought to start by choosing materials that 

closely match lesson goals and students’ skill levels, ensuring that the content is both 

attainable and stimulating (Mayer & Moreno, 2003). During viewing, brief pre-task activities 

support students by activating prior knowledge, introducing key vocabulary, and establishing 

clear objectives for focus, these measures enhance the chances that learners will recognize 

form–meaning connections throughout the media sequence. Instructors can reduce cognitive 

load by showing short video segments and using clear prompts that guide students to identify 

language features, real-life usage or non-verbal cues. Activities like guided note-taking, 

simple question sheets, or brief transcription tasks help students move from passive listeners 

to active learners. (Rodgers & Webb, 2017). After viewing, follow-up activities that require 

productive use such as, role plays, summarization, or short production tasks that promote 

retrieval and consolidation. 

This also emphasizes assessment and reflection, formative checks, like short tests, 

vocabulary notebooks, and peer reviews, help teachers identify what students have learned 

and what still needs to be reviewed. By offering options like audio clips and downloaded 

transcripts, educators can ensure that all students have access to the materials. Exercises and 

tasks can be modified to accommodate students with varying levels of English exposure and 

learning. Teachers will feel more confident and be able to teach more effectively if they 

receive training on how to choose media, use subtitles, adhere to copyright regulations, and 

create engaging assignments (Pujola & Coxhead, 2020). Finally, using audio-visual aids 
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regularly as part of the curriculum, instead of using them only occasionally, gives students 

repeated and well-spaced exposure to new words and structures. This repeated exposure helps 

them remember the language for a longer time and use it more confidently in real 

communication. 

Review of Literature 

 The use of audio-visual aids in English Language Teaching (ELT) is justified by 

important cognitive and socio-educational theories. Mayer’s Cognitive Theory of Multimedia 

Learning states that learners process information through their visual and auditory systems, 

and that the meaningful integration of words and pictures improves understanding when 

cognitive load is properly managed (Mayer, 2009). The Dual Coding Theory of Paivio further 

proposes that learning is improved when verbal and visual information are processed 

simultaneously, strengthening memory and understanding (Paivio, 1986). Additionally, 

Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory highlights the importance of contextualized interaction and 

social meaning-making in cognitive development (Vygotsky, 1978). Audio-visual aids 

improve comprehension, retention, and active participation with English language learning, 

by providing language in meaningful and contextualized settings. 

 The empirical studies demonstrate the effectiveness of audio-visual instruction in the 

development and comprehension of the language. Learners have benefited from audio-visual 

aids in the form of captioned videos and rich visual context in the improvement of listening 

comprehension and vocabulary development (Winke et al., 2010). Audio-visual aids have 

also proved to be effective in the comprehension and use of pronunciation patterns, stress, 

intonation, and pragmatic use of words and sentences by the learners. Other studies have 

proved the effectiveness of audio-visual aids in the retention and understanding of vocabulary 

and context among tertiary-level learners (Chen, 2021).  Audio-visual aids also proved to be 



 

Journal of Computational Analysis and Applications                                                                               VOL. 33, NO. 07, 2024 

                      3446          M. Arshiya   3442-3453 

effective in the improvement and understanding of pronunciation and discourse 

comprehension by the learners (Chung & Ahn, 2021). The use of visual context such as 

gestures and facial expressions plays an important role in the comprehension and 

understanding of the meaning of the words and sentences by the learners. 

Research Gap 

 While previos studies have documented the cognitive and motivational advantages of 

audio-visual instruction, little research has explored all three aspects such as, integration 

practices, learner attitudes, and constraints under a single framework, especially in the higher 

education sector of India. There exists a need to explore not just the effectiveness of audio-

visual instruction but also the contextual factors that may impact its continued integration. 

The present study attempts to address these issues by examining the level of integration and 

its impact on comprehension and attitudes, and exploring the challenges facing audio-visual 

instruction in English classrooms. 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine the extent of integration of audio-visual aids in English classrooms. 

2. To analyse the impact of audio-visual aids on learners’ comprehension of the 

language. 

3. To investigate learners’ attitudes toward audio-visual instruction in relation to 

frequency of use.  

4. To identify institutional and technical challenges in implementing audio-visual tools. 

Hypotheses 

1. There is a significant difference in comprehension of language between learners 

exposed to audio-visual aids and those who are not exposed to audio-visual aids. 
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2. There is a significant relationship between frequency of audio-visual use and learners’ 

attitudes toward English learning. 

3. Institutional and technical constraints significantly affect the implementation of 

audio-visual aids.  

Research Design 

This present study adopted a quantitative survey design to gather measurable data on 

learners’ experiences and perceptions. This method allowed for statistical interpretation of the 

relationships between exposure, perceived effectiveness, and learning outcomes. 

Participants 

A total of 100 undergraduate English literature students from three different Arts and 

Science colleges in Kanyakumari District participated in the study. The selection was made 

using a stratified random sampling method to ensure representation of learners from both 

rural and semi-urban institutions. 

Instrumentation: Questionnaire 

A structured questionnaire was designed to collect information from learners 

regarding their exposure to and perception of audio-visual aids in English learning. It 

contained 20 items divided into three sections, 

Section Focus Area Sample Items 

Background Information Gender, age, stream of 

study, and language 

background 

What is your medium of 

instruction at school? 
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Exposure and Frequency 

Types and frequency of 

audio-visual usage 

How often are films, 

podcasts, or videos used in 

your English classes? 

Perceptions and 

Effectiveness 

Learners’ opinions on 

usefulness and challenges 

Audio-visual aids help me 

understand word meanings 

faster? & Lack of facilities 

limits the use of such 

materials? 

 

Responses were collected on a 5-point Likert scale (1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = 

Strongly Agree). The reliability coefficient (Cronbach’s alpha) was 0.82, confirming high 

internal consistency. 

Data Collection and Analysis 

Data were collected through printed questionnaires administered in classroom 

settings. Students were informed of the purpose and assured of confidentiality. Responses 

were coded and analysed using SPSS software. Descriptive statistics such as mean, 

percentage, and standard deviation were computed, and a t-test was conducted to test the 

hypotheses. 

Data Findings 

Variable Mean 

Score 

Standard 

Deviation 

Interpretation 

Frequency of Audio-

Visual Use 

3.85 0.64 Moderate use in most classes 
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Improvement in 

Listening Skills 

4.12 0.58 Strong positive response 

Vocabulary 

Development 

4.25 0.51 Highly positive response 

Comprehension 

Enhancement 

4.09 0.55 Effective aid for understanding 

Motivation and 

Interest 

4.32 0.49 

Strong increase in learner 

engagement 

Availability of 

Facilities 

2.95 0.71 Limited institutional support 

Technical and Time 

Barriers 

3.68 0.63 Frequent challenge reported 

 

The analysis showed that the majority of respondents agreed that audio-visual 

materials positively influenced their vocabulary and comprehension. The overall mean score 

for effectiveness (4.16) indicates a high level of learner satisfaction, whereas the mean score 

for institutional support (2.95) highlights infrastructural inadequacies. 

A correlation analysis revealed a significant positive relationship between the 

frequency of exposure and self-reported improvement in vocabulary acquisition (r = 0.68, p 

< 0.01). These results confirm the hypotheses that audio-visual aids enhance language 

learning but their full potential is hindered by practical limitations. 

Findings of the Study 

The findings of the study form significant evidence about the pedagogical 

effectiveness of audio-visual aids in English language classrooms. In relation to the first 
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objective, which aimed to investigate the level of integration of audio-visual aids, the results 

show that multimedia tools are used in classroom practice with moderate frequency. 

Although there is evidence of integration, it is not yet systematic and fully integrated into the 

curriculum, indicating potential for more structured implementation. 

In the second objective, the findings of the analysis show that the effect of audio-

visual teaching on learners’ comprehension of the language is significant. There is a 

consistent improvement in the understanding of the language of learners, with better 

comprehension of speech, clearer recognition of pronunciation, and greater ease in 

interpreting the meaning of context. The addition of visual elements to the auditory 

component of language learning seems to facilitate greater processing of language content. 

These findings support the first hypothesis, confirming that learners who have access to 

audio-visual aids show significantly better comprehension outcomes than those who do not 

expose the audio-visual aids. 

With regard to the third objective, the study analyzed the attitudes of learners towards 

audio-visual teaching in relation to the frequency of use. The findings indicate a strong 

positive correlation between frequent use of multimedia resources and positive learner 

attitudes towards English learning. Learners who were exposed to audio-visual resources 

more frequently showed greater interest, higher levels of engagement, and greater motivation 

to take part in class activities. These findings confirm the second hypothesis, which indicates 

a significant relationship between the frequency of audio-visual use and learner attitudes. The 

findings indicate that frequent exposure to multimedia resources not only leads to cognitive 

development but also to affective development, which is essential for successful long-term 

language acquisition. 
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The fourth objective of the study aimed at determining the institutional and technical 

challenges, and the findings indicate that structural challenges persist. Inadequate access to 

quality technological infrastructure, time constraints within the academic calendar, and 

inadequate professional training for teachers were cited as major drawbacks for successful 

implementation. These findings confirm the third hypothesis, which indicates that 

institutional and technical factors have a significant impact on the extent to which audio-

visual aids can be incorporated into the classroom. The existence of these drawbacks 

indicates that pedagogical innovation alone is not enough without administrative and 

infrastructural support. 

In conclusion, the findings of the study clearly indicate that audio-visual approaches 

work really well in understanding of the language and attitude towards English language 

learning. Students who were regularly exposed to multimedia lessons demonstrated greater 

enthusiasm and better recall of vocabulary. They reported that audio-visual materials helped 

them understand pronunciation patterns, idiomatic expressions, and real-life contexts. 

However, many learners mentioned irregular implementation due to lack of equipment or 

time allocation. Teachers also cited the absence of proper training in handling digital tools. 

Thus, while learners recognize the benefits of audio-visual aids, institutional and technical 

barriers continue to restrict their full integration in classrooms. 

Recommendations 

1. Colleges should provide adequate technological infrastructure and classroom 

multimedia systems. 

2. Teachers should undergo regular professional development to learn innovative audio-

visual teaching strategies. 
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3. Course planners should integrate audio-visual sessions into the syllabus rather than 

treating them as supplementary activities. 

4. Students should be encouraged to use freely available English learning videos, films, 

and podcasts outside the classroom. 

Conclusion 

This study has also pointed out that audio-visual aids have a crucial role to play in the 

development of the students’ vocabulary, listening comprehension, and motivation in the 

ELT classroom at the tertiary level. It has also been stated that the audio-visual aids help the 

students to learn the language more effectively as it is presented to the students in two forms: 

auditory and visual. Moreover, it has also been pointed out that the lack of technological 

facilities can create a major problem in the effective implementation of the audio-visual aids 

in the ELT classroom. It has also been stated that the effective implementation of the audio-

visual aids in the ELT classroom can help the students to learn the language more effectively, 

which in turn can help them to improve their linguistic competence. 
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